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STATEMENT BY THE CHAIR OF THE DELEGATION TO THE EU-RUSSIA

PARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION COMMITTEE, MEP Ryszard CZARNECKI

on the prison sentence issued by a Moscow Court on 2 February 2021 to Mr. Alexei Navalny

Brussels, 3 February 2021 - “Mr Alexei Navalny was brave returning to his own country on

17 January, after recovering in the EU from the attempted murder by poisoning with a military-

grade nerve agent that he suffered last August in Siberia. Regretfully he was immediately

arrested upon his entry in the country. I am appalled to learn now that he has received a three

and a half years prison sentence by a Moscow Court on Tuesday 2 February 2021. Reactivating

a 2014 suspended sentence, which was defined by the European Court of Human Rights as

‘arbitrary and unreasonable’, because he was not reporting to the authorities while he was in

hospital fighting for his life is preposterous. Mr Navalny is meant now to serve unfairly two

years and eight months in jail, after already being in the past ten months under house arrest for

this same sentence.

On 23 and 31 January as well as on 2 February, large demonstrations of Russian citizens across

the country peacefully called for Mr Navalny’s release. The Kremlin responded with repression

and massive detentions that the whole world have witnessed with astonishment.

I appeal the colleague Russian Parliamentarians to ask their Government to release

unconditionally Mr Navalny and the detained demonstrators. The Russian citizens deserve to

have free choices at their 2021 parliamentary elections. Democracy and fundamental freedoms

are the basis for fruitful and stable EU-Russia relations.”
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